
Key Friends of Trees Staff Members 
 

 
Scott Fogarty, Executive Director 
 
Scott Fogarty is executive director of Friends of Trees, a nonprofit organization with a mission of 
building community through urban tree planting and natural area restoration in the Portland-
Vancouver metropolitan area. He previously served as executive director of Friends of Opal Creek, 
where he helped finalize federal wilderness legislation for the Opal Creek Wilderness and Scenic 
Recreation Area.  Scott has a long history of environmental conservation and preservation, activism, 
and policymaking. He holds a J.D. and an M.A. from West Virginia University and a B.A. from Santa 
Clara University. He currently serves on Portland’s Planning and Sustainability Cabinet, Gresham’s 
Urban Forestry Commission, and the boards of Willamette Riverkeeper (legal chair), Alliance for 
Community Trees (Washington, D.C.), and Orlo. His passions are camping with his two daughters, 
whitewater kayaking, gardening and the arts. 
 

 
Tom Atiyeh, Chief Development Officer 
 
Tom was recently lured to Friends of Trees after serving for three years as executive director of Opal 
Creek Ancient Forest Center. He is the chief development officer with a staff of three that oversees 
development, communications, membership and gift tree marketing. Tom brings a wealth of experience 
having served on two national and one regional nonprofit board of directors and executive committees. 
He has over 40 years of retail and wholesale business background in Oregon at Atiyeh Bros., Inc. and 
Atiyeh International, Ltd. He attended the University of Oregon and was a second lieutenant in the U.S. 
Army Reserve. 
 

 
Brighton West, Program Director 
 
Brighton West is the program director at Friends of Trees. In this position, he oversees the planting 
staff and government contracts. Brighton has a degree in Landscape Architecture from the University 
of Wisconsin. Before coming to Friends of Trees, he coordinated the Forest Restoration program at 
Trees Atlanta. He has spent time at the internationally-known architecture firm HOK and a brief stint 
pruning topiaries and planting flowers at a little place called Disney World. Brighton is excited to 
oversee a growing staff and to work with Friends of Trees’ many government partners. 


