
Friends of Trees

Across the U.S., spring-flowering trees are very popular, 
both in residential gardens as well as along streets. Most of 
these trees are relatively diminutive—e.g., Japanese flower-
ing cherries , flowering plums, and Callery pears.

One of the most popular of these small trees is the dog-
wood, of the genus Cornus. In our area, nearly all of the 
dogwoods we plant are the non-native eastern flowering 
dogwood (Cornus florida), even though the native Pacific 
dogwood (Cornus nuttallii) is perfectly lovely. And the vast 
majority of eastern flowering dogwoods planted here are the 
pink variety.

I had to be careful not to say the pink-flowered variety, 
because the showy “petals” of dogwoods are actually bracts. 
Bracts are modified leaves that play the role of petals by 
attracting the plant’s insect pollinators, but they are not 
structurally part of the flower, as petals are. (Another very 

familiar example 
of a plant with 
showy bracts is 
the poinsettia.)

The flowers 
of dogwoods are 
very small and 
are borne in the 
central button 
of the inflores-
cence—which is 
what we call the 

whole contraption that includes the bracts as well as all of 
the flowers. Each flower has four tiny petals, and the flowers 
typically open well after the bracts have developed.

The inflorescence of eastern flowering dogwood always 
has four bracts, and the tree has a spreading habit. Pacific 
dogwood, on the other hand, has an inflorescence contain-
ing typically five to seven bracts, and the tree has a more 
vertical habit—with two or more ascending main trunks—
and a canopy that is more oval in form.

Interestingly, most of the named “varieties” of trees that 
we grow are in fact cultivars (short for cultivated variet-
ies), but the pink dogwood is a true variety. That is, unlike 
cultivars which exist only in cultivation, the pink dogwood 
occurs naturally in the wild. And it also breeds true from 
seed; that is, if you plant the seed of a pink dogwood, the 
progeny are all virtually identical to the parent (not so  
with cultivars!).

Because it is a true variety, pink-flowering dogwood’s 
botanical name is written Cornus florida rubra, all italicized. 
Cultivar names, on the other hand, are always written  
in plain text and, when part of the botanical name, are  
capitalized and enclosed by single quotation marks. So if 
the pink dogwood were actually a natural mutation that 
had occurred in a nursery—i.e., a cultivar— and was 
propagated by grafting, its botanical name would be Cornus 
florida ‘Rubra’.

As beautiful as dogwoods can be in residential land-
scapes here in the Willamette Valley, they make poor 
street-side trees. The two species mentioned above are sus-
ceptible to anthracnose—a fungal disease that can defoliate 
the trees—and both are intolerant of the poorly drained 
soils we find in some areas of our community. The relatively 
small stature and spreading habit of the eastern flower-
ing dogwood, moreover, make it difficult to provide the 
required clearance above sidewalks and streets for pedestri-
ans and vehicles. The species also requires summer irriga-
tion to thrive here, and tends to do best when protected 
from the strong afternoon sun, conditions that are seldom 
met in street-side planting strips.
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Several flowers are already open in the center of this Pacific  
dogwood inflorescence.

Eastern flowering dogwood in full bloom.
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expand and improve this approach next year. 

This year we raised the quality of our plantings and 
incorporated more elements of the FOT community-build-
ing model. The quality of the nursery stock was excep-
tional, thanks to Jason Stein of Four Seasons Trees, who 
procured the trees for our final two plantings. After several 

years of planting 
only balled-and-
burlapped and 
container stock, 
we planted many 
bare-root trees this 
season, and will be 
increasing our use 
of bare-root trees 
next year. 

At the Arbor 
Day planting, tree 
recipients were 
assigned to the 
team that planted 
trees at their 
house and in their 
immediate neigh-
borhood. Another 
key aspect of 
the Friends of 
Trees model that 

was brought forward this Arbor Day are neighborhood 
coordinators and a neighborhood tree committee. Four 
volunteers from Jefferson Westside Neighborhood took 
the lead in organizing this planting in their neighborhood, 
with support from Friends of Trees, and trees were provided 
by the City of Eugene, EWEB, and Friends of Trees. The 
neighborhood volunteers, along with FOT intern Aaron 
Lesan, walked every block in JWN and knocked on every 
door with an available planting space in the planting strip. 
Friends of Trees is working to support and coordinate neigh-
borhood tree coordinators in Eugene and Springfield neigh-
borhoods, and building the program in new neighborhoods 
each year. Let us know if you are interested in taking on a 
neighborhood coordinator role in your neighborhood.

Happy spring to all!

Director’s Corner 
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Erik Burke
Director
Friends of Trees Eugene 

It’s a pleasure to watch the progression of flowering 
plants in our long Oreogn spring. Tall delphinium is bloom-
ing in the riparian forests along the Willamette. Oak and 
ash pollen has replaced birch as the dominant pollen in our 
air. We’ve had great weather for our final plantings of the 
year: sunny Saturdays for planting, then rain for the new 
trees during the week.

Friends of Trees 
Eugene ended 
our first planting 
season with four 
plantings in four 
weeks. Our largest 
and most compli-
cated event was 
the celebration of 
Oregon Arbor Day 
in Eugene’s Jeffer-
son Park on April 
7th. The event 
was sponsored by 
Northwest Natural 
and organized in 
partnership with 
Jefferson Westside 
Neighbors, the 
City of Eugene, 
and EWEB. Other 
supporters includ-
ed Lane County 
Fairgrounds and 
REI Eugene. Over 125 volunteers attended. Thanks to our 
fantastic team of 21 crew leaders for making an event of this 
size possible. Groups of volunteers came from Kappa Alpha 
Theta, the University of Oregon’s Outdoor Program and its 
Sustainability Center, Hummingbird Wholesale, and many 
others. Links to the media coverage of the event are on the 
blog about the event on our webpage, and an article on the 
planting is in the University of Oregon’s Ethos magazine. 

Of the 100 trees we planted on Arbor Day, 25 were 
planted in Jefferson Park, 27 under power lines along 
Chambers Street and West 13th Avenue, and 48 in front of 
homes, churches and businesses. With guidance from our 
experienced Portland chapter, we piloted our first all-bike 
team as one of the eight planting teams at the Arbor Day 
event. Twenty bicycle participants used bike trailers to haul 
16 trees, planting tools, and mulch to planting locations. 
One Hummingbird Wholesale cargo trailer hauled an amaz-
ing load of six large container trees at once, and a load of 
mulch! Our bike team learned a lot, and we are excited to 

Top left, great volunteer turnout on Arbor 
Day; bottom left, kids lend their muscles to 
plant this tree; above, balled-and-burlapped 
trees waiting for their permanent homes.
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elevation conifers such as Douglas-fir suffered quite a bit. 
The firs have relatively dense canopies that, as mentioned 
above, hold more snow than trees with more open cano-
pies. In addition, when branches in the trees’ upper cano-
pies (which hold the most snow) break, they fall onto the 
branches just beneath them and, with increasing momen-
tum, hurtle earthward, taking with them one branch after 
the other.

Native Oregon white oaks 
and Oregon ashes suffered 
considerably, too, as their 
wet-season lichen and moss 
loads were at peak develop-
ment, so just like the flower-
ing trees, their branches held 
more wet snow than tree 
canopies with less abundant 
lichens and mosses.

City Public Works staff—
and neighbors, too—did an 
admirable job cleaning up 
most of the debris in a sur-
prisingly short time. Much 
work remains to be done in 
our parks and open spaces, 
which are rightly not priori-

ties after a storm like this. In wilder parks such as Spencer 
Butte, most of the debris will simply be left on the ground 
to decompose and to provide a host of important ecological 
benefits as it does so. Trails, of course, will be cleared and 
made accessible once again.

Did the storm “teach” us anything about urban tree 
selection and care? Not really. We’ve had storms of this and 
greater magnitude in the past. (In January 1969, more than 
47 inches of snow fell on Eugene!) As usual, the faster-
growing, softer-wooded trees such as flowering plum and 
cottonwoods took it the hardest. And the branches and 
trunks of other species with extensive rot or other structural 
problems just ended up on the ground a bit sooner than 
they otherwise might have.

For our street-side trees growing in the public right-of-
way, a priority now is to evaluate the severely damaged trees 
and determine which ones can be truly salvaged—that is, 
resume healthy, solid growth. Those that cannot need to 
be removed as soon as possible, the stumps ground, and 
new trees planted. That’s how nature works after a “distur-
bance”—windstorm, fire, disease—and that’s exactly what 
our community should emulate following a storm like The 
Big Snow of March 2012.
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When Eugeneans awoke on the first full day of spring 
this year, they looked out upon a decidedly un-springlike 
landscape, with snow covering everything and still falling 
at a steady rate. By the time it stopped mid-morning, there 
were some seven inches on the ground on the valley floor.

Although the scene looked like a Christmas card, it 
definitely did not sound like one. No sleigh bells ringing in 
the distance, or carolers rounding the corner and breaking 
into yet another seasonal 
favorite. Instead, many parts 
of Eugene echoed with what 
sounded eerily like gunshots, 
as branches—and in some 
cases entire trees—snapped 
under the weight of the 
unusually wet and heavy 
snow.

The streets in some 
neighborhoods were barely 
passable, as still-laden tree 
branches arched over toward 
the center of the street, and 
already fallen branches lay 
silently on the asphalt, while 
their brethren continued 
to groan under the snow’s 
weight, uncertain of whether they could bear the load or, 
like their already fallen comrades, have to yield to it by 
breaking.

The snow took an especially heavy toll on early-spring 
blooming trees such as flowering plums, saucer magnolias, 
and Callery pears. Because these trees had already budded 
out, there was more surface area for the wet snow to cling 
to, so less snow was able to sift through the trees’ canopies 
to end up on the ground.

Other trees that took it hard included English hawthorns 
and lacebark elms, both of which have relatively dense, 
twiggy canopies. Even though these trees hadn’t yet begun 
to break bud, they still held a lot more snow than many 
other species, and breakage was common.

Of course, some traditionally storm-strong tree species 
such as London plane trees fared very well overall. But even 
those trees underwent “natural” pruning by having already-
dead twigs and branches brought down to the ground by the 
snow.

Although evergreen conifers are generally thought of as 
being resilient during heavy snowfalls—since many spe-
cies are native to higher elevations or parts of the world 
with consistently snowy winters—some of the local, low-

Trees and the “Late” Snow
By Whitey Lueck

Wh
ite

y L
ue

ck

 The post-storm carnage in the 2700 block of Harris street.
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Long-time Eugene Tree  
Foundation/FOT volunteer, 
Helen Liu, spent 10 months 
in Taiwan in 2010 and 
2011, during which time she 
encountered many interest-
ing trees on that subtropical 
island. (Taiwan straddles the 
Tropic of Cancer, technically 
making it tropical in the south 
and subtropical in the north.) 
Helen shares here some of 
her photographs of these 
encounters.

Views 
from
Afar

First in an occasional series on urban 
trees elsewhere in the world.

Ficus microcarpa (榕樹)—commonly 
known as Chinese banyan, laurel fig, 
Indian laurel, and curtain fig, among other 
names—is one of the more popular trees in 
Taiwan, where it is planted along streets, 
around schools, and in parks in many cit-
ies throughout the island. Its abundant 
aerial roots that reach down to the ground 
are its most distinctive characteristic. It is 
a fast-growing, vigorous tree able to with-
stand heavy pruning while sending roots 
over pavement and into any crevice along 
the way. The tree is considered invasive in 
Hawaii, Florida, and parts of Central and 
South America. And, given its natural and 
rather aggressive tendency to spread out, 
both by its impressive crown and by its 
roots, it is a puzzle why Ficus microcarpa is 
one of the favorite street trees in Taiwan. 

Ficus microcarpa

Above and left, these Ficus microcarpa trees were 
planted across from the elementary school my son 
attended in Nangang in the eastern part of the metropo-
lis of Taipei City and show signs of heavy pruning (cuts 
painted in blue) to keep the trees’ columnar shape. The 
fast-growing trees create not only much-needed shade 
for humans on hot summer days, but also provide habi-
tat for a surprisingly large number of urban birds. 

The City of Taipei 
keeps an inventory 
of street trees and 
provides ID tags on 
these trees. 

Continued on page 5

This Ficus microcarpa is outgrowing its allotted space in 
the sidewalk. Its aerial roots have reached the ground 
and begun to creep across the pavers. Large limbs 
appear to have been pruned. Clearly, this tree species is 
not well suited for streetside planting. 
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This young and graceful Ficus 
microcarpa has more room to 
spread out. It is planted in the 
middle of a spacious lawn on the 
campus of Academia Sinica, one 
of the premier research institutes 
in the world. The original tree has 
claimed more territory and is now 
on its way to creating a forest!

On the campus of National Cheng Kung University 
in the city of Tainan, where there is space for trees 
that need more elbow room, there is a forest of 
Ficus microcarpa under which the students park 
their bicycles. In the hot and humid climate of 
Taiwan, the ample shade under a tree canopy like 
this one is indeed welcomed by all.

Around the corner and across the lawn is a 
majestic single-trunk specimen (right) which must 
require constant pruning and maintenance to keep 
its aerial roots from establishing additional trunks. 
And, left to their devices, aerial roots become tree 
trunks. One Ficus microcarpa in particular on the 
NCKU campus (below) has created something 
akin to a jungle gym. 

Above, these roots have 
crept over a short brick wall 
at the base of the tree and 
created a carpet on which 
bicycles are parked.



Friends of Trees is developing a more 
comprehensive stewardship program, with 
more opportunities for volunteers and neigh-
bors to care for 
trees. This winter 
we re-started our 
pruning program 
with our first 
volunteer tree 
pruning event in 
Springfield at Bob 
Artz Park, in col-
laboration with 
Willamalane Park and Recreation District.  
There will be more park and street tree prun-
ing events this summer. 

We will continue our regular work parties 
to weed, mulch, and monitor past plantings 
in natural areas and parks. FOT will also 
continue the successful watering program 
with the City of Eugene and neighbor-
hood groups that we initiated last year, and 
expand our Tree Inspector program to sup-
port community watering and care of trees.

 This year, we will work with Jefferson 

FOT Stewardship Program

 

Let us know  
what you think!

We like hearing from you! Write to us about 
what we’re doing right, or what we might  

do differently. Contact us at  

Letters to the Editor, FOT 
338 West 11th Avenue, #103  

Eugene, Oregon 97401

or send us an email at  
eugene@friendsoftrees.org

Friend of Trees Eugene
338 West 11th Avenue, #103
Eugene, Oregon 97401
(541) 632-3683

Eugene Director 
Erik Burke 

Steering Committee
William Bennett

Eric DeBord
Jim Gent
Jeff Lanza

Nick Martinelli
Peter Rodda
Ashley Shaw

Alby Thoumsin
Sarah Vito 

Doris Wimber 

Newsletter Editor: Whitey Lueck
Newsletter Layout: Helen Liu

Visit us at: 
www.FriendsofTrees.org 

  www.FriendsofTrees.org/blog

Like us on Facebook.
Follow us on Twitter.

Westside Neighbors and City of Eugene 
to develop a neighborhood tree inventory 
and stewardship project modeled on Port-
land Park and Recreation’s neighborhood 
tree inventory program. Friends of Trees is 
also developing an open-source online tree 
inventory for trees in our metro area. More 
details will be released this summer. 

There are more opportunities than ever to 
volunteer to care for our community’s trees. 
Look for opportunities on our website cal-
endar, or contact us for more information at 
eugene@friendsoftrees.org or 541-632-3683.
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